
Good Afternoon 
 
The Music Education Partnership Group (MEPG) Board appreciates your continuing 
interest in MEPG activities as we seek to support our 54 member organisations in 
delivering live music and music education programmes to the people of Scotland be, 
they in school or tertiary education, community groups or regular audience members 
for our performing companies. The current pandemic has had a major impact on the 
ability to undertake regular music instruction and in the delivery of live face to face 
sessions involving musicians and the public. The closure of venues has curtailed the 
main season of performances from the national companies which by now would have 
been well underway. 
All of these restrictions have quite properly resulted from ensuring that safeguarding 
public health is a priority. The arguments made for the constraints in terms of music 
provision are usually based on what is termed ‘the science’. 
MEPG has undertaken Research activities of its own and also analysed a range of 
scientific studies into aspects of music – in particular singing and wind/brass 
instruments. 
I enclose details of our latest studies for your consideration and confirm the willingness 
of MEPG to continue discussions with the Scottish Government and national bodies 
as we aspire to the resumption of something approaching ‘normal’ music performance 
and education. 
Despite the problems referred to, many musicians and instructors have devised a 
range of online resources which have maintained some degree of access to teaching 
and performance. MEPG itself has run a series of well attended training programmes 
for its members.  I am sure many of these innovations will continue to be used even 
when the current restrictions are removed. 
 
With best wishes,  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Ian Mills 
On behalf of the MEPG Board of Trustees 
 
Alan Kerr - Board member of Academy of St Martin’s-in-the-Fields; 
Bridget Whyte – CEO Music Mark 
David Francis – Traditional Music Forum 
Gordon Munro – Director of Music at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
Ian McKay - Former Head of Legal Services North Ayrshire Council 
Jack Nissan – Creative Director at Tinderbox 
Julie Carrie – Scottish Association for Music Education  
Kirk Richardson – Chair of EIS Instrumental Instructors Network 
Laura Gardiner – Benedetti Foundation 
Lio Moscardini – Freelance Musician/Educator 
Lord Vallance of Tummel - Former Chairman of Select Committee on 
Economic Affairs, former Chairman of the Royal Conservatory of Scotland  
Shonagh Stevenson – Chair of Heads of Instrumental Teachers Scotland 
Thursa Sanderson – CEO Drake Music Scotland 
 
 


